Literacy Assessment for SPE 525
There are many good assessments of early literacy skills: (Qualitative Reading Inventory -QRI), Developmental Reading Assessment-DRA, Dibbles). If you feel comfortable assessing your student with any of these instruments, check with your student’s special education teacher beforehand. Also, check with their teacher to see what literacy assessment data they have. If you don’t have access to these instruments, you can still informally assess your student’s emergent literacy skills:

· Does the learner know that print (all the little black squiggles on a page) is a medium that people use to read and write and from which they make meaning? Y/N

· Does the learner know that print is read from left to right, and from top to bottom? Y/N
· Does the learner understand that readers use their eyes to track print across the page? 
Y/N 

· Does the learner know that reading and writing are important in our print filled world? Y/N

· Does the learner understand that reading and writing allow people to make connections with each other and with the larger world? Y/N

· Does the learner understand that reading and writing are valuable endeavors and that it's worth the effort it takes to learn to read and write? Y/N
· Does the learner understand the relationship between symbols and sounds? Y/N 

· Can the learner label at least some of the more common letters and their sounds? Y/N 

· Can the learner read even a few sight words? Y/N  (See Fry’s Sight word list or check with your school’s “priority words” for each grade K-6)
Identifying Alphabet Letters and letter sounds:

Can the student tell you the name(s) of the alphabet letter(s) when asked “What’s this letter” as you point?

Can the student point to the correct letter when asked “Point to the letter ____”.?

Can the student tell you the sound(s) the letter makes when asked “What sound does letter ____ make?”

Use the simple assessment and score sheet (next pages) to record your information.
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Sight words: Put the Fry sight words on index cards and have your student read them. Check of what words they were able to read.
Also, try having your student point to simple sight words as you are doing shared reading with a book:

“Point to the word______”  “What word is this?”

